Increasing active student participation in histology.
As have many institutions, the New York University School of Medicine (NYUSM) has instituted curriculum revisions that allow for increased independent study but impose significant time constraints on laboratory courses. Challenged by decreased laboratory time, we sought creative solutions for our histology course, "Cell Biology of Tissues and Organs," using computer- and Web-based materials. While these solutions have facilitated independent study, they have not fostered the subtler lessons learned in the laboratory, such as communication skills and team approaches to learning. To retain these elements and enrich our course, we focused on increasing student participation in the laboratory through unit reviews presented by students, student-generated comprehensive reviews, and practice exams. The active engagement of students in the learning process has resulted in a more exciting laboratory experience for all.